1886.,
QUEENSLAND.

ESTABLISHMENT OF DIRECT TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION
BETWEEN AUSTRALTA AND GREAT BRITAIN (VIA UNITED
STATES OR CANADA).

(CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING)
‘Prosented to both Houses of Parliament by Command.

)
Tug Sgonurant 7o THE ANT-GENERAL fo T UNDER COLONTAL SECEETARY.

TLondon, 5th April, 1836.
s,
T have the honour, by direction, to hand you herewith, for the information of the Colonial
Secretary, a copy of a letter from the Colonial Office respecting the proposed establishment of » Telegraph
Line boteen the United Staies and Austrelia, having jts American torminus at San Francisco, togother
with & copy of Mr. Garick's Teply.
1 have, &e.,
CHAS, 8. DICKEN.

[Enelosure 1 in 1] .
Tae Conoxtat Orrick fo THE AGENT-GENERAL.
Downing street,
30th March, 1886.
Siz,
T am directed by Farl Granville to acquaint you that His Lordship has been informed that
roposals have lately been made in the United States, by gentlemen connected with the Ausbralian
A:‘llnnies, for the establishment of a Telegraph Line between &m TUnited States and Australia, having its
erican co.
am to inquire whether you ave in possession of any information respecting this scheme, and
whether it possesses the support of your Government.

TIn view of the completion of the Canadian Pacific Railway, it would seem to deserve consideration
whether such a csble, if constructed, might not more advantageously have its terminus in British
Columbia.

1 have, &e.,
JOHN BRAMSTON.

[Bnclosure 2 in 1)

Tae AcENt-GENERAL fo Tie CoioNias OFFICE.
London, 3rd April, 1886.

sim,
1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Bramston’s letter of the 30th ultimo,
respecting the proposed establishment of a Telegraph Line between the United States and Australia,
ha,vmg its American terminus at San Francis id to say that I am not i ion of any i ion in
regard to the scheme Toferred to, nor of the views of Ty Government respecting it. L concur in the
gpiion esprossed in tho Lsst pargraph o tho ltte, that, in view of tho completion o the Cauadien
acific Railway, it would bo desirable to consider whether such a cable, if constructed, might not more
advantageously have its terminus in British Columbia. A copy of your letter will bo sent to the Colony
by the next mail.

T have, &,
JAMES F. GARRICK.

@)



(2)
Tae SzoRErARY 7o THE AGENT-GENERAL f0 TE UNDER COLONIAL SE0RETARY.
* London, 6th August, 1886.

T have the honour, by direction, to hand you herewith, for the information of the Chief

Secretazy,  cpy of corrospondonco from the off of tho High Commissioner for Canada, respecting tho

direct between Australia, New Zealand, Canada, and Great

Britain, together with & copy of e Bocumonta relating to the scheme, and & copy of the Canadian

Gazetto of the 29th July containing a report of an interview on the matter with Mr. Sandford Fleming,
one of the promoters of the scheme,

With_reference to the letter to Sir Charles Tupper of tho 19th July,* contained in the Printed
Documents, I am to say that, at tho meeting of the Agents-General held on the 12th July, nothing was
sid a8 to the distribution of tho anmual subsidy, siberwiss Sir Jomes Garrick would have iaken
exception to such an upg;)rbwnment as that mentioned in the letter referred to. At this meeting nothing
was %)emmea as to the place of landing the cable, or as to whether it should go vid New Zealand
o vi

Sm,

1 have, etc.,
CHAS. 8. DICKEN.

[Enclosure 1 in 2.]
Tae Hrex ComissioNEr Por CANADA fo THE AGENT-GENERAL.
Tondon, 28th July, 1886.
"With oferanco to out recent mosting respesing tho establishment o dirost Tolographic Com
munication -between Canada and Australasia, I now bog to send you, as arranged, soms letters and
Tomorsuds, coutwiniag s doinifo propousl propaved by A Somttort Floming and tho ofher gontiamen
‘who u.ndertoolr to ?: thoroug] 'h into the \lextlon
d §f you wil il bo s0 go bring the subject before your Government at your con-
venionce, and I veaturo 1o hope that fhay will %we you such instructions as will enable us to take some
Further steps towards bringing about so desirable an objoct.
1 have, &.,

CHARLES TUPPER.

Printed documents referred to.

Ogprr 1v CouNcrs N REFERENCE 70 THE C BETWEEN
aue Ausrrariax Corones, Canaps, 'iv Gamir Brmarn,

Privy Council, Canada.

Ottawa, 10th June, 1886.
Sz,

By direction of tho Right Honourable the President of the Council, I forward you a copy of
an Order in Couneil, dated the Sth June, 1886, with respect to tho subject of the proposed establishment;
of Telegraphic Communication by cable from the Australian Colonies, for your action and co-operation as
therein expresse

I have, &.,

JOHN J. McGEE,
o Hog, Six Obacle Tuppor, G.00L., OB, Clork, Privy Council.
High Commissioner for
o Vo Ghambern Ladon, 8.

@)
CANADA.
Comrrrizp Oory oF A Reroxn or 4 Couurmes o e Hoxovnsnie THE Parvy COUNCIL, ATPROVED
15 ExCEILBNOY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 1N COUXCIL ON THE 87 JUXN, L
On 2 memorandnm d&ted 22nd Mny, 1886, from the Minister of Public Works, anbmlmng a
or Canads in London, enclosing o copy of a circular
addressed by e Cotontas Ol o the ot Gasera of the A oo o o3 subject of tho
roposed establishment of Telographic Communication by cable from those Colonies to San Francisco, the
TRt paragraph of which is as Follows
““In view of the completion of the Canadian Pacific Railway, it would seem to deserve v:onsxdmhon
B whehh r such a cable, if constructed, might not mnxe advantageously have its terminus in British Columbia.’

at several havo been received from Mr. Sandford Fleming, C.E,
lettmg Torth tho scheme of a Cnmprmy, represanted by him, fo_connect either Queensland o Now
Tcaland with Vancouver, B.C., by way of. Fifima Hawail by which it appecrs that the estimated cost of

o Cabla would excosd £2,000,000 (a7 $10,000,000); and that as it is Hhe intention of the Gompany fo
very groatly reduce the rates ab prosent, ruling for telegraphic messages between Enf]a.nd and Australia,
the Company would require assistance from tho different Giovermments interestod, in the shape of a
subsidy, which is Toughly estimated at about £70,000 per annum for & period of about twenty yeur. .
Fleming

# S0 No. 7 of Printed documents veforred to.
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Fleming represents_that the Governments interested in_the project are Canads, Great Britain, India,
Victoria, New South Wales, New Zealand, South Australia, Queensland, Tasmania, Western Australia,
‘Hawai, and_Fiji, and states that advances have already been made towards some of the Agents of the
Australian Colonies, with a view to having the terminus of the proposed cable in British Columbia
instead of San Francisco, which have been favourably received. Mr. Flewming suggests that as Canada is

tly interested in ishing direct telegraphic ion with A\utrﬁis, India, and the East,
it would be advisshle that this Government should take the initistive in the matter, and invite &
conference of the Agents of the Colonies interested to disouss the subject.

The Minister, agreeing with the suggestions made as to the advantages likely to acerue to Canada
from the establishment of direct cable communication between British Columbia and the Bast, and that
it would be advisable that this Government should take the initiative in the matter, recommends that
advantage be taken of the Colonial and Indian Exhibition now being held in London, and the presence in
that city of representatives from the Colonies interested, to obtain an expression of opinion on the pro-
ject, and that the High Commissioner for Canada be requested to invite a conference of the Agents-
Greneral of all the Colonies interested, and ascertain how their respective Governments would be dis%sed
to act in the matter, and what amount of assistance they would be prepared to give; also, that the High
Commissioner should ascertain from the Imperial authorities what assistance might be expected from them
on behalf of the United Kingdom and Tndia, and that the High Commissioner report the result of his
inquiries as speedsly as possible.

The (?;mmittee concur in the report of the Minister of Public Works, and the recommendations
therein made, and submit the same for gonr Excellency’s approval.

The Committee further recommend that the High &"x’nm.iasioner be instructed to put himself in
communication with the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and endeavour to secure the co-operation of
Her Majesty’s Government on the subject.

(Signed)  JOHN J. MoGEE,

Clerk, Privy Council.

3)
Dizsor TELEGRAPHIC -COMMUNICATION BETWEEN AUSTRALIA, CANADA, A¥D GREAT Brrearx.

Butt's Hotel, Dover street, Tondon,
10th July, 1886.
Sir Charles Tupper, G.C.M.G, C.B,, High Commissioner for Canada.
S

Horing lemed that tho Comadisn Govermen e instructd, you to confer with the
ropresentatives in London of the other intorosted in the projected Telograph Communicati
botween Australia and the United Kingdom, by what may bo termed the Canadian route, L beg leave to
‘submit the accompanying documents bearing on this important question.

T hesire to diroct your attontion mor patiolarly to the enclosed memorandum, of dato, London,
1st July, Tn this document I have ventured to explain tho views I have formed with Tespect to the
projected Telegraphic Communication, and. the principles upon which a company may bo organised for
carrying out the undertaking.

¥ have consulted o number of capitalists, as well as experts in ocean telegraphy, and have quite
catisfied mysolf that with a very moderate Government subsidy, » substantial company can be formed to
establish and work the new liné of telograph on the principles laid down in that memorandum.

The whole capital of the Compan, to complete an independent telegraphic connection beteveen
Great Britain, Canada, New Zealand, and the Australian Colonies, may be placed at £2,500,000.

This capital may be divided into two parts—iz , £1,500,000 to bear a low rate of interest, secured
for twenty-five years by Government subsidies; £1,000,000 to be share capital, apportioned betereen
Australian, Canadian, and Englich capitalists.

'The eapital will bo amplo for tho wholo undertaking. With regard to tho Restoration Sinking
Fund, T have consulted some of the best exports on oconn telegraphy on the general question, and I
Toam-that opinions are apidly changing with rospéot to tho lifo of modern cables, . The St cables laid
‘may be considered to have been to  large extent experimental, and advantage may now be taken of the
very largo experience gai

1t is found that in ordimary cases the broakages are apt to take place within & comparatively fow
‘years after the cables are lnid, and that once properly repaired faults are not likely to recur.

 opinion is gaining ground that the life of a cable, as now made, instead of being ten or twelve
yoars, is moro likely to be double that period. As the conductors and insulating materials employed are
Dractically indestructible, it is diffcult to coneive that a cable, after lying twenty or twenty-five years at
The bottom of the ocoan, porforming its functions satisfactorily, will not continue to be serviceable for an
indefinito poriod. I mention these facts to show that there’ does nob appear o be any suflicient reason
B daine . entergrite at It inception by providing 5 Iargo Siuking Fund for restoration af a vory
Carly date, o that asi may, tho souadacss of tho principles T huvo laid down in the memorandum cvse
not be gainsaid.
o aiming to establish & work which will result in all future years in a great saving to each
Colony. It is suggested that ench Colony, in proportion to the saving effected, should set aside a small
portion of the money so saved to kecp the work which effects tho economy, in an efficient condition. For
grery hundred pounds sered en pounds, o erhuge eventusly five pounds or les, s proposed to be
funded o cover possible contingencies.

With regard to the probable earnings for revenue purposes, it will be seen, on reference to the
‘memorandum of 6th April, that the foreign business of tho Australian Colonies for the year 1889 is
estimated to be 85,000 messages, or about 850,000 words. It is not to be expected that the ‘whole traffic
will come to the new line, for tho existing telegraph company will undoubtedly reduce its charges in
order to retain a share of tho business. L

et
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Let us assumo that the business will be equally divided, and that the new Company wil only have

Balf of the 850,000 words; this will give 425,000 words, and we may reckon this business at four shillings

por word, as tho terus made with tho Canada Paciic Railwsy Company will adumit of “through” meosages
ing sent at that rate.

425,000 words at ds. ... ... __ £85,000
Less cost of working and land service, say 40,000
Giving abalance of ... .. .. .. .. .. £45000

Equal to 43 per cent. on £1,000,000. This estimate is for the first year the line can be in operation. On
careful examination it will be seen that the estimate is an exceedingly moderate one, no allowance having
been made for the great impulse which will undoubtedly bo given fo telegraphy and general business by
the large reduction in charges.®

Thero cannot be a doubt that the earnings will go on greatly increasing, while the working
expenses will increase but little. Tt would not be at all a igh estimate to double the net earnings in a
very fow years. This would give 9 per cent. on the whole sharo capital, and it may be assumed as certain
tha the inerease would continue year by year.

T have explained that a subsidy is needed for the purpose of securing a million and a half of
pounds at a low rate of interest. If the Government subsidies be sufficient to provide a sinking fund to
pay off the £1,500,000 in twenty-five years, it would be proper to carry all excesses of revenue over
given dividend, say over T o 8 per cont, to the Restoration Sinking Fur.

It will be noted, as one of the proposed conditions, that not only will the charges on messages be
reduced to less than half the present rates, but that messages sent by any Government shall be trans.
mitted freo to the full amount of its subsidy. This feature will place it in the power of each contributing
Government to receive directly back cach and every vear its full proportion of the subsidy contributed.

T respectfully submit that the scheme above outlined is perfectly practicable ; it will no doubt
find worm and active hostility on the part of those pecuniarily connected with the existing telegraph
company—those whose policy has been to maintain high rates in order to seoure large profits, Such
objections as they may offer should have little weight in view of the great Tmperial and colonial advan-
tages which the new undertaking will secure. ‘The bettor policy for the companies to adopt will be to
Lower charges on messages aud derive proiits from the greatly augmented. business which will certainly

ollow.t

‘The terms and conditions which I indic would o ion of a.
substantial and energetic company to carry out this new and important undertaking in the most satis-
factory manner.

T have, ete.,
SANDFORD FLEMING.

)
Treorars Berwssy AvsrRaLia, CANADA, AxD Gmmaw Brrrarw.
Memorandum by Sandford Floming.

L Tt is proposed that a Company beformed for the purpose- of establishing Telegraphic Communi-

cation between Australasia and Great Britain by a new and independent line. This new telegraph i
joctod. to travorse lunds and seas beyond the control of any Powor likely to prove. hastile ¢4 the
Bitih Bpire

2. Tt s proposed that a chain of electric cables be laid across the Pacific Ocean, to connect the
Australion group of colonies with Vancouver, the western terminus of the Canadian Pacific Railway.
The cables to land at such intermediate islands as may be found suitable for mid:stations.

3. Armangements have already been made with the Canadian Pacific Railvay Company for the
tzansmiscion of all through telegraph business between tho Pacifs and Atlautio Osssns on extremely
favourable terms.

4. Tt is proposed to acquire complete control of one of the existing Atlantic cables landing on the
shores of Cacad, or 1o 1y & how cable Erom Ganda-to Cireat Deftane

5. The whole line may be divided into three great Sections, vi

® Referring to the recent great reduction in charges botwoen London and New York, the Report of the Dircetors of the
Direct United Staiee Cablo Company for the six months ending 30th June lassiates - “So fur the recuction has resulied. in

+ Sinco the date of this letter tho Roports of the Assooiated Atlantic Cable Companies for the past half-year have

beon publihod, ey gonerally farour thi e poy. e low tarit introduced s senled i §veey mioh lrger

sngmentation of traffo than was anticipated s & first result.  “‘The unexpected increaso in the volume of trafhe immediately

upon the introduction of the sixpenny tarift has induced the Direstors {0 consider the expediency of adopting permunently &

sgstom of low rates. . . Tt is obviously their interest to encourage a very large irafic at low rates.” —Report
. 4. Tel. Com

(4) The
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(4) e Pactric Ssotrox.
This section will consist mainly of electric cables, the lengths of which after allowing for siack
will approximately bo as follow :—

(1) Brisbane or Sydney to North Cape, connecting at the former
with the Australian telegraph system, at the latter with the tele-

graph system of New Zealand ... 1,300
(2) North Cape to one of the Fiji Tslands 1240
- (3) Fiji to Fanning Tsland . . . 2270
(4) Fanning Island to one of the Sandwich Tsiands .. .. 1,260

(5) Sandwich Island to Barclay Sound or Port San Juan, Vancouver
B e e GG e o S0

(6) Bazelay Sound, across Vancouver Island and the Strait of

Georgia to Vancouver City, the terminus of the Canadian Pacific
il . . e e . - 100
GeographicalZmiles s oan aw ke 8[900

(B.) Tre CANADIAN SECTION

This_section will extend along the Canadian Pacific Railway and the

tercolonial Railway to connect with an Atlantic cable. If it

e found necessary fo lay & new Atlantic cable the land line will

probably terminste at Gaspd, in the province of Quebec. Dis-
tance from Vancouver to Gaspé Statute miles ... 8,450

(C) Tar Aruavric Skomox.

A new Atlantic cable from Gaspé vid the Straits of Belle Isle to

Trcland Geographicnl wiles e 2400

. These three great sections connected, and the business under one management, it will be
possibie to reduce permanently the charges on messages to_the lowest practicable rates, and thus render
the line of the greatest commercial utility. It is believed that the reduction in rates contemplated, an
rendered possible by the satistactory terms agreed upon with the Canadian Pacific Railway Company,
Will give a great impetus to telegraphy and promote the development of intercolonial intercourse and
commeree.

7. The arrangements proposed, and the terms agreed upon, will admit of messages being sent
from Australia to (ireat Britain on the opening of the new linc at less than half—eventually, it is believed,
at one-third—the charges at present exacted.

ile the new line, established as set forth, will stimulate commercial activity between the
countries to be connected, its political, naval, and milifary value will be very great indeed. It is well
known to naval and military commanders that no reliance can be placed on the permanency of communica-
tions by way of the Mediterrancan and the Red Sea, and it becomes obvious that the line through Canada
may, during any emergency, assume incaleulable importance. The cable across the Pacific will always
bo Temoved from tho theatrs of Buropean complications. 1t will not only be o direct means of com-
munication between the Australian Colonies and the Mother Country, bu if an emergency arises to
render every wire through Burope and Bgypt useless, it will still be possible to communicate with India;
indeed, every British station between South Africa and Port Hamilton mey continue in telegraphic
connection with London.

‘o secure advantages so great—and it is difficult to say whother in a commercial, political,
naval, or military aspect the advantages would be greatest—Governiment aid and co-operation is neces-
sary ; but as there are twelve Governments more or less interested in the undertaking, moderate assistance
from each will suffice.

10. The following Governments are interested in the new line of Telograph:—
1. The Government of Great Britain.

P »

3, - Hawaii.

4. » » Fiji.

5. »  New Zealand.

6 . % Now South Wales.

B »  Queensland.

s . »  Victoria.

9. . 'n  South Australia.
0., " Western Australia,
o »  Tasmania.

12 ndia.

Of these Havaii has offored twenty thousand dollaxs a year (say £4,000) for ffteen years to be
connected telegraphically with San Francisco, and it may be assumed that that subsidy will be available
to the proposed Company. The principal assistance, however, will require to be furnished by Great
Britain and her Colonics.

11. It is proposed that Government aid should be directed to two main objects, i To
secure the establishment of the eables across the Pacific Ocean; (2) To provide for their permancnt
efficiency.

e first main object—the establishment of the cables acrass the Pacific—ean be effected if the
Government assistance takes the form of an annual subsidy sufficient in_amount to pay a low rate of
interest and provide for amortization on a large portion of the capital required for this section of the
undertaking. The remaining capital may be share capital, and will have to depend for dividends on
earning;

12. The
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12. The perpotual efficiency of the cables can be maintained in another way. It has been ous™
tomary to make provision for this purpose out of caraings, but this course necessarily has a tendency
to keep ratos for the transmission of messges high. The policy recommended is to reduce traffic
Tates 80 5 minimam, snd, in onder S0 4o se. eurningy showld be. charged with as liflo as possible
beyond working expenses. It is therefore suggested that the remewal and duplication of the
cebles may be effected by a spocial provision. In the Memorandum attached hereto (6th April, 1886)
it is clearly shown that the establishment of this new line in the manner set forth will result in a
ery large saving in the gross foreign telograph business of all the Colonies it will serve. ~ A compatatively
small percentage of the savingsso cifected would provide for renewing, duplicating, and maintaining the
cables in perpetual efficiency. ~ It is proposed, therefore, that a Restoration Fund be provided from this
source. Taking as a basis for computation the difference between present charges and the reduced
charges, probably 5 per cent. or less will eveutually be found sufficient ; but it is suggested that at first
10 per cont. of the saving accruing to cach Colony should annually be funded for the purpose set forth.
If after a period of ton or more years it be found that less than 10 per cent. will effect the desired
purpose, a smaller percentago of the savings may be carried to the Restoration Fund, The object in view
is o provide sufficiont, but no more than suflicient, to Testore the cables whenever they may become
unserviceablo, and to maintain the line of communication in the highest condition of efliciency for the
‘usiness to be transacted. .

13. These provisions assented to, it will be possible, immediately on the cables being laid, to adopt
ascale of charges for ordinary messages between the Australian Colonies and Great Britain of four
shllings per word, Press metsages o half or considerably lovor rates. Tt is proposed hat Govoramont
messages be transmitted free of chargo to the full amount of the subsidy, and to take precedence of all
other business.

Batt’s Hotel, Dover street, London, 1st July, 1886,

)
(Appended to letter dated London, 10k July, 1886.)
CANADIAN AND AUSTRALIAN CABLE.
Msxomaxpus SumITED To THE CANADIAN GOVERNMEST BY SaNDFoRD FrmMmve.
Ottawa, 6th April, 1886,

A few years back attention was directed by the undersigned to the importance and practicability
of connestng Great Britain telegraphically with China, India, Japan, and the Australian Clonies, by &
line passing through Canads, and by one or more cables laid in the Pacific Ocean.

The subject was reverted to last year in a lotter dated 20th October, 1885, addressed to the
Premier, the Right Honourable Sir John A. Macdonald.

Since these dates the Canadian Pacific Railway Gompany has comploted a line of telegraph from
the Atlantic to the Pacific, thus establishing an important section of the original scheme, leaving to be
completed only the cable across the Pacific.

e Australian Colonies arc_already conneted telegraphically with England by way of Port
Darvin, Singapore, Penang, Madras, Bombay, Aden, Alexandria, and through the Medi ca. Tho
charges for messages are, however, very high, and there is always danger of interruption to business when
politucal events assume a threatening attitude in Egypt or in Europe.

Cablo Trom the. Australizs Colonies, #ig. Fiji and. tho Sendwich Telands to Vencourer, the
western terminus of the Canadian Pagific Railway, would connect them telegraphically with England by
2 line which would have the great advantage to every British intorest of being entirely removed from
&l Buropean complications. - Moreoves o ver lorgo aggrogate sving i tho cost o trausmission would

o effected.

The Australian Colonies were first connected with England in November, 1873, consoquently_the
following year (1873) was the first year the International line was in operation, The business in 1873
consisted of 6,952 messages to and Fom the Calonies. The last reburns aro for 1984, when the messages
sent and received roached 48,896; showing an extraordinary development in eleven years, averaging an
annual increase of 40 per cent. This increase may, however, be abnormal, and as the last three years
of the period show a more moderate growth, it will be safe to take the Jatter as a basis on which to
estimate future business.

The number and cost of messages between the Australian Colonies and Europe, for the three years
referred to, was as follows :—

No. of Messages. cost.
1882 .. .. .. 89,175 £225,567
1883 L 43,334 251,277

1884 L 48596 270,765
p, Those rosults give o Tose ineation of tho steady growth of the business under tho present high
tariff.

The annual increase in the number of messages is equal to 123 per cent., and the average cost of
each message sent during the three years—1882, 1883, and 1884—is £5 13s. 9d.; the charge of ordinary
messages per w etween Sydney and London) being ten shillings and tenpence, Government
‘messages eight shillings, and Press messagos six shillings and sevenpence.

‘Tho undersignod has brought the question of & cable from Vancouver to Australia before the

Board of Directors of the Canadian Pacific Railway, and has succeeded in effecting arrangements of a
most eatisfactory character. This Company will, within a fow weeks, have telegraphic connections with
all the principal points in the United States, including all the important cities on the Pacific Coast, and
will be able to transmit messages on such terms as will enablo the Pacific Cable Company to secure
prasically the entire business between the Continent of America and the Australian Colonies.  The
cable
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cable lending from Post Darwin, in the dircction of Tndis, wil, moseorer, ensble tho new company to
command a very lazge share, it not all, of tho business betweo nAnmnc: and Asia.
T will be prnctmable under these grangements with the Caoadinn Pacific Kalvay Company to
o Amrsin. Colomon and England 30 cousduntly &
vy st onsied, th preseat sho ergon 0 Dotecs Tho Cotomis o ok the Dbt s
nted Satos nd Chonda ot PR Ll
roposcd, immedistely on the Pasifc cable being laid, to lowee the charges on ordinary
messages bethech Australs snd. Eggland from son. g and. onpénce. to e s per w
This reduction will bring tho cost, of an average message from £5 13s. 9d. down to £2, and without
doubt wil give  vory great impetus to  elegraph business._ Tt is ot aney o catimate
to acouracy what increase would result from this cauce—men of experience in such matiers aro of
opiion et he Disntas, would: probeby bo doubled ot ove S o cxpectations to its
ascertained normal growth, and base cur ealoulations on & steady inereasc of {raffic. of only 12§ por
cent. per annum, wo shall sée that o advantagoof the new e o the Colonie wil o v
returus with 12} . per annum added give 85,000 messages for 1889, Assuming
that the new cablo would then bo 1o s :ml the Canadian route i operation throughout, the estimato for
a serios of yoars would bo as follows.

oo Mesage, bas on S offected, bein th diernce

Sy vt i S O
vt 2, GBS 5. o0 por s,
85,000 s,

95,000 " 350,275
107,000 " 392,550
119,000 8,800
183,000 490,420
148,000 542,050
166,000 612,125
186,000 685,575
208,000 767,000
234,000 . 862,000

1,481,000 . ss 456,497 407

etimate be well founded it would amor ua.en 456,497
within tho it ten yeas, being an ‘averago saving of of over hlga-millon pounds per ann

ho new liné when catablished will form o connection througl ! Port Darsi

lagraph s with Suia snd Afon. Tt oovous,thossore, et
o pelon i e Tl Gomotnsat: b st Sl S, 1o e o communicating not aul
h the Australian Colonies independently of lines passing through the Mediterrancan, but also wi

Tadi ond v B seiion bewecn THong Kong and South Africa.

anada has already dono much towards estoblishing the now line of telegraph between Great
Britain, Australi ‘Bhio has, by an onormous cxpenditure 1n commoctin with her matoeal
railway, brought Vancouver within 1 telegraphio rea of Lgiind, and sho bas- thus vendered it 3 com-
paatively easy tusk o comploto
B2 priate oney o estaui the ewen: mnd s dimch.the telegragh by which Vancouver bas
attained the commanding position hih 3 eceapios e o 2o Bt Chbl o e

Cablo s bowever, n tono dogroo a corolley to the lne scross tho Continent, ad it i reasonabls to
expect that ] fan Gorernment will Radily co-oporate i its cstablishmont.
Tho following Governameats 476 Moo o1 I nhesented in o

1. The Gosernment of Great 'Bnmn.
2. » Canada.

3 # Haws

4 N Fiji.

5. # New Zealand.

6. » New South Wales.
7. » Queensland.

s » Victori

9. i South Australia.
10. 5 Western Australia.
1L M Tasmenia.

12 " Tndia.

Tt will not be possile to carry out the undortaking by a privato eompany without Govesamnent
ssitance, s clectic cabls aug penskabl, provson st bo made for zenewing or duplicaiog them
when circumstances reg o obvious thet the reduced churges which o
Tt s graly nerssed business 1o yild » sulicient proit 1o ok drvidends on oapial

mpany would, thercfore 7 fox o tern of yéams, or wnt] the busingrs mcressed fo such

rohums as e self.sustaining. But as the subsidy would bo borne by so many Govern.
heats 1t would fall iy on

0 first stop fo be taken i to ascertain to what extent the several Goveroments would be disposed
to co-operate in establishing the worl

©)
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©)
(Appended to Letter dated London, 10tk July, 1886.)
TELEGRAPIH FROM CANADA TO AUSTRALLS.

Lerrer fo Tue Preaies o Cavapa Y Saxprorp FLEMING.
Ottawa, 20th October, 1885.
The Righb Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald.

d the honour a few years back to submit to the Canadian Govermment a schemo for forming
a gteat Totsrentoniat sud Totcseonthuento Talograpl systom, a proninent festure of which vas tho
laying of an electrc cable scross the Pasife Occrm, from the Western Coast o Columbia. to

The great object which the scheme had in view was the establishment of an unbxoken chain of
‘tolographio “sommunication botwoon, England and Japan, Chioa, India, Australia, land, and
South Africa, directly through Canada, thus connecting telegraphically all the great peis ‘possessions
in every qurier of the globe without passing through Burapo.

he accompanyin orandum, dated Loudon 20th November, 1 862, fogether with the dou-
ments submitted by the Seerotar o to the Canadien Parliament on he 20th February of the same
year, will recall to your recoll s which the scheme had. in view, and the

Liforta thon made Yo carey it out, Tou aro awaie that d ugh various causes these offorts proved

nnsuccesful; but the time which hns elapsed has in o way lessened the mportance of the project, or
rendered it more difficult of accomplishme:

he political events w v en hequ pently wssuned o threatening wiitule in Burope, the
difficulties which are nover entirely absent in Egypt, point to the constant danger of Interzupiion to
oxisting communications by tho Red Sca and the immense_importance of securiug an independent line
of telsgraph remored from all Eastern complcations. Tho Drojected line, extending from Englan
through Canada. to the Pacific coast, in the Provinco of British Columbia, and thence across the Pacific
to Asia and tho Australian Provmcen, would_supply an independent line of communication so much
Gesired, snd i 20 dofag would indirootly, bat it is held very maserilly, strengthen the i itary and naval
power of Grreat Britain, while it would directly promote the bighest interests of cvery. one of the great
colonial possessions.

MWithi the present year an overland,Tin of telogragh will b completed slong the routo of the
Canadia 5, thus spauning the American Continent, and there are a humber of clectric
asblon in oporation scross fhe Atluatic fram Bogland 8o Canada,  The Canadian Pacific Raitway Company
have expressed o desire to facilitate tho despateh of through telegraphic business along their line in
every possible way, and aro propared to ontor into a permanent agreemest which, with the competition
exmt\ug on Atlantic lines, will sceure escocdingly low tariff rates between Englund and the coast of
ish Columbia. There ouly remaing to be established the submarine telegraph across the Pacific
Ocean,

3

en the accompanying memorandum was issued, it was thought that the Pacific cable should
follow a northern route by the Aleatian Isl:mds and J'wpa,n. It was generally believed that in the great
central area of the Pacific Oconn subaqueous rocky ledges and coral recfs prevailed to such an extent as
o ronder the eatablishment and maintnance of an. olectric cabl practically impossible, That opioion
was based on an imperfect krmwledgu of the physical character of the Pacific Ocean, and on the charts,
which at one time were strewn with islands, recfs, and shoals, many of which were inserted on doubtful
authority, and have wnsequently oo ntial fom this Jatedh pubummns, Siuce then, also, it may
supposed that submarino telegraphy is better understood. Be that as it way, the view is now enter-
tained that it may not be absolutely necessary to follow a northern route, and that the successful estab-
hslun nt of an electric cable running direetly from British Columbia to the Australian Provinces may
be quite thhm the range oi pr'wu cability.

Thero are, indead, extensive eoral s in. tho central and southora Pacifio; bub the most authontio
hydrographic hburmstion establishes thot those, reskuare sen mgx i great groupe, separated by wide
and doep dopressions reo from obstructions, It further revealed by the ltest bathymetric dut that
chosa depressions or troughs present (as far as ascertained) a sea floor precisely similar to that of the

tlantic, so suitable for ibinaie telography. Those occan depressions, alike by their geographical
osmon and chevr wnnnulcy, open e the prospect of connect anada and Australia by a direct cable.
%he course of the cable ld be from Vancouver to the Fiji Islands, touching at the Sandwich Islands
and Farinig Tlands. s i hatiome Thom. the Fiji Islands a cable conncetion would be formed with
the existing Australian and New Zealand telegraph system.
ver route bo followed. by the cablo across the Pacific, the object will be to bring the group
of Australian Colonies into direct telegraphic connection with Canada, and sccure a means of communica-
tion between themn and Baglond independent of all lines passing through or i prosinity to Europe.
Messages will be conveyed by the new line at lower rates than are now exacted, aud the immediate effect
which “muat follow 1t establishumont is manifest. The cost of tolographing betwoen Australia snd
England will be reduced, intercourse will be facilitated between the sister colonies and Canada, and an
lmpulse given to commercial actiity.
ogether from the political advantages of the new independont telographic connection, the
gain ot egenenl commerce of the Colonies which it would serve would justify them in. co-operating
with Canada in promoting the undertaking.
The undertaking may be promoted by the several Goverments agreeing to give for a term of
cars_a subsidy sufficient to induce o company to cmbark in it. Tho subsidy may bo a fized sum,
‘contributed incq ultu ble proportions, or it may be dependent on the business transaotod by each mspeeuve

-3

Colony, and uction in Tates which would follow immediately on the line going into operai
quue oo e grous forsign telegraphic business of any one Colony, reckoned n the
diforenco. butwenn e present high rates and the Teduced charges, would produce a rablo

r
aggregate sum. That sum might be taken to repmenc dxr year's savings accruing to the Colony fmm
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tho establishment of the new line of telegraph and it would obviously well repay that Colony to sharo
tho amount so saved with the Telegraph Company. Suppose the acorued saving so reckoned in any one
year to bo fifty thousand pounds, a moicty to the Company as a subsidy would be twenty-five thousand
‘pounds, while_ the Colony itself would gain a direot pecuniary benefit from the undertaking to & like
extent. The illustration as presented will explain the principle on which a subsidy may be based.

Among the British possessions in the Southern Hemisphere directly interested in the work are Fii,
Tasmania, New Zealand, Western Australia, Queensland, New South Wales, South Australia, and Vie-
toria. I venture to think that their co-operation with Canada in the manner set forth would, without
difficulty and with no great delay, secure to them and to the wholo British colonial system all the political
and commercial advantages to result rom the projected line of communication.

As the contemplated worl is of special importance to the mother country and all her Colonies, T
trust T may bo allowed 5o sntortain the hopo that you will be ploased 10 bring the subjoct undor the
notice of the respective Grovernmente.

T have, etc.,
SANDFORD FLEMING.

@)
Tererare BETweEN Avsraatasta, CANADA, a¥p Grear Barsarr.
London, 19th July, 1686

The Honourable Sir Charles Tupper, G.C.M.G., C.B,, High Commissioner for Canada, London.

Sts,

The undersigned, who were present at the meeting of the Agents-Genral on the 12th instant,
haing been requested by ou to ascertain the amount of subsidy which would be necessary to enablo 3.
company to connect England telegraphically with Australia through Canada and the Pacific Ocean, have
the honour to state—

We have eonsidered the whole question, and are of opinion that a substantial company can be
formed to establish an efficient telegraph connection on the Toute proposed for & total annual subsidy of
#£100,000 for twenty-five years.

"The subsidy may be apportioned as follows, i.e.:—

1. Great Britain, on behalf of the United Kingdom, India, and
the Crown Colonies . L L £50,000
2. Canada a  ... 10,000
3. Queensland . 10,000
4. New South Wales 10,000
5. Victoria ... e, - 10,000
6. New Zealand, Tasmania, and Western Australia 10,000
£100,000

Or should the Imperial Government, by an arrangement with the Colonial Governments, itself guarantee
the whole amount, the total subsidy may bo considerably reduced, as the Imperial guarantee would
enable the company to find capitel a6 a lower rato of interest. With such guarantee a total subsidy of
£80,000 for twenty-five years would suffice, and thus reduce the annual contributions.

e subsidy mentioned is calculated to pay intercst on borrowed capital, and provide a sinking
fund for its repayment in twenty-five years.

As the company would transmit all the messages of the various contributing Governments free,
and the rates chargeable to the public for “ through ” messages would ot be more thun one-half tho
prosent regular tariff charges, Great Britain and the colonies would save a much greater sum than the
amount of subsidies above proposed.

I£ the several Governments agreo to pay over to the Company a percentage of the gross svings
which would thus be effected by cach country, the company could still further reduce the charges to the

We have, ete.,
DONALD A. SMITH
RANDOLPH C, WANT
ANDREW ROBERTSON
ATTHEW GRAY
SANDFORD FLEMING.
[Enclosure 2 in 2.]

Hian CouissioNes ¥or CaNADA fo THE AGENT-GENERAL.
London, 31st July, 1886

With reference to my letter of tho 28th instant on the subject of the proposed Telegraphic
C ion between Canada and Australasia, 1 think I had better give you some particulars respecting
the status of the gentlemen who prepared the lotter addressed to mo on the 19th July, containing &
proposal for submission to the Imperial and Colonial Governments. They are as follows :—
Sir Donald A. Smith, K.O.M.6, Director of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company snd
Hudson's Bay Compeny;
Mr.
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Mr. Randolph C. Want, Solicitor in London for the Now South Wales Government;
r. Andrew Robertson, Chairman of the Board of Harbour Commissioners, Montre:
Mr. Mmlmr Gray, Manager of the Tudia Rubber, Gutts Percha, and Telographic Works

Mr. Shud ndbord ¥ Flewing, C.M.G., C.E, Director of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, and
te Chief Engineer of the Intercolonial Railway and Canadian Pacific Railway.
to inform you, also, that copies of the memorandurs have beon sent to the Secretary of State
for the Colomeu for the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government, the Government of India, and the
Crown Colonies. Copies have also been forwarded to the Canadian Government. This is in addition
to the copies which have been sent to each of our colleagues, to be brought under the notice of their
respective Governments. It s right I should add that the proposal s brought forward, not as a definite
mheme, but as a drm for dmcumon. and I venty uro to hope that when the replies are received from the
o possible the that have been made as to secure
the heany €0- opeuuon of the various Colonies wncerne& and of the Mother Country and India.

1 have, &e,
CHARLES TUPPER.

P.S—I also enclose Jou & copy of this week's Canadian Gazette, containing, on Reg. 387, an
account of an interview whic mrepreusnhnva of that journal has had with Mr. Sandford Fleming on
the subject of the proposed Cabl

[Betracts from Canadian Gazette of July 29, 1886, referred to.]

@) .
TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION WITH AUSTRALSAIA.
Leaver.

Wo publish in another column an interview with Mr. Sandford Fleming in regard to the estab-
lishment of direct telographic communication between Australia, New Zealand, Canads, and Great
Britoin.  Tho project & by no moons o now onc.  To the lusb decado exbles vero Irom time to tino
projected to connect America a direct route. Years passed, considerable expense was
Beoered, and in 1850, whils the. telegnph Tt et casterly across Europe and Asia, and wosterly
across the Atlantic, the Pacific remained untraversed. Its contral ocean bed was declared to be Tackn
and unsuitable, and under such declarations the proposals withored and lost substance. The pro-ccutioe
of the Canadian Pacific Railway sufficed to bring the question once mre to the fore, and from that time
o thi sght has nover boen ost of the necaity of & Pacifccable s & corllry to the operaion o the
national railway and to the opening up of direct telographic communication between England and thy
Pacific coast of Canada. The peculiar importance of Canada’s position fully justifies all that Mr.
Fleming has said. A glance at the map of the globe establishes e Eact that thd Dominion occupies &
situation directly central to the masses of population in Europe on the one hand, and Asia_and

ustralasia on the other. It is, indeed, the natural route by which to complete an unbroken chain of
elecic telograph between Greas Dritin, aud hor depondensies i every seston of ho gl Canadsy
all parts of the Australian continent, New Zealand, the whole Indian Empire, China and all Enstern
memns and South Africa may by its means be 4s one, entirely independent of those existing linea
which pass through forcign countries; the cable would, indeed, be a British line of commubication,
Throngh mothing hut Brivieh tereitory. ‘Surely it will be a short-sighted policy if no advantage is taken of
this position. No one doubts the great inconvenience and ever possible danger of the present means of
csbld cormmmsiontion botwonn Kngland and thews varioes pirts O the Einpirs, Weeo angens soeptitel
2o greater evidence could be wished than that afforded by the various wars and operations Britain has
carried on of lute in the Soudan. For & portion of one season, during which hostilities were in prog
a complete interruption resulted to postal and telographic service through Egypt with India, China,
Australia, South Africa, and the Fast. So serious n aspect did the incident present to the mind of
General Wolseley that he publicly expressed his conviction, that to depend on the existing telegraphic
aysten gs & mears of communicabion with our Bastern possessons must be in the lust dogree sicidal

7d Wolseley reclises, indeed, that what happened once may happen again at very short nofice, and with
the most dire results. ‘The world has yet to reach that high stage of civilisation “hon Rovi fodlngs and
actions il orm o part OF pationsl fe.  Datil that stago is senchederit roached 1 eror will boo-it in
obviously in the highest degrec unwiso to deliberately place tho safty of tho Eapirein the power of
those who naturally have no friendly feelings towards us, and who may at any moment find it to their
advaatage to becoms our yrowed enemios. - Primarily, thefofor, it is un Tmporial nocessty that the new
telegraph should b extablished.

For Canada and Austrelasia the projeot hay also particular importance, second orly to that of the
mother- coumy We spoke recently of the possible development of an intorchange of trade between
the Dominion and the Antipodes, following upon the direct steamship connection of British Columbia,
with Sydney. To the accomplishment of thie purpose a direct telograph is o least as necessary as a
direct steamship line; the one is incompleto without tho other. Tnvestigations happily show tho project
to be no such sericus financial undertaking as might formerly have been aupposed, while tho bed of the
Gentral snd Southorn Pacilc s to ol appearasces us wellsuied to form tho cablebed as s tho North
Atlantic itself. Ordinary mercantile telegraphic business has not, howerer, been o o yob suffcient,
2t all exente at the outact to, alone atimulate commeroial eneprise, Hence, subuiies may faily be
asked from the British and Colonial Governments interested. The demsnds will, however, be in
sense of suffcient magnitudo to hinder the project, OF the whole distance, Canads has already provided
3,450 statuto miles, from Atlantic to Pacific, and in completing the Aflantic and Pacific links so many
ountries avo wore or o vialy intorested as to rendor tho haro of each a comparatively smal matter,
Bearing these facts in mind, it is not surely too much to expect that, now the project is assuming di
uad prasicn]shape, every encouragersent will be given by one aud allto scure ts ey and complm
‘consummatio

@)
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@)
Iszerview wirs Mr. Saxororp Freurve.

Tn our last issue W drew attention to the mission of Mr. Sandford Floming to this country in
connection with the proposed cable line from Canada o Australasia. It will be remembered that, according
to cable intelligence recently received from Canada, an Order-in-Council was passed by the Canadian
Government authorising Sir Charles Tupper, as High Commissioner for Canada in England, to confer
with the Agents-General for Australasia in regard to this subject. Inaccordance with these instructions,
2 meeting of the Agents-General took place at tho office of the High Commissioner, when the represen-
tatives of the different colonies were prosent as well as Sir Donald A. Smith, Mr. Sandford Fleming, and
othens interested in the movement. The lnst-named gentloman has long had in view this idea of direct
telegraphic communication with Australasia. Tn his report upon the Pacific Railway of Canada, dated
1880, he alluded to the project, and in the same year pointed out how that theinvestigations ho had made
established its perfeot practicability and its great advantages to Canada and the British Empire. He has
since confirmed and widened his convictions, as will be seen from the following interview he has been
kind enough to afford to a representative of the Canadian Gazette.

Tt is understood, M. Fleming, that in view of the completion of the Canadian Pacific Railway
and tolographic rystoms, you have made a proposition to the Canadian Government on the subject of
direct ication by telograph with A ia 2

“Yeq,” said Mr. Fleming, I have submitted numorous communications o the Canadian Govern-
ment on the subject, and in every way in my power I heve prometed the establishment of the under-
taking.”

' Has any company been formed
«No, none has been formed as yet. There will, however, be no diffculty in forming a company if
the various Governments will co-operate and render moderate assistance. The purpose of such a com.
ny would be to establish telegraphic communication between the Australasian Colonies and Greaf
rifain by a new and independent ine through Canada. The electric cable would be laid across the
Pacific Ozean to connect Brisbane or Sydney and New Zesland with Vancouver, the western terminus of
the Canadian Pacific Railway.”

May 1 ack what route tho cable is destined to tako ?”

s The wholeling would bo divided into three grea sotions, s follows, llowance beng made for
+ dlack i—

(a) The Pacific Section. Euots.

(1) Brisbane or Sydney to North Cape, connecting at the former with the
Ausralisn {elegraph apstem, ot the later with the telegraph eystem

New - -

ealand . .. . 1,800

(2) North Cape to one of the Fiji Lslands... 1240

(8, o Panning Islend ... ~ .. .. . . 2,270

(49 Tonning Tohund o one of the Sandwich Telands _ 2 oo (1280

(5) Sandwich Island to Barclay Sound or Port San Juan, Vancouver Tsland .., 2730

(6) Barelay Sound, ncross Vancouver Island and the Strait of Georgia to
Vancouver City, the terminus of the Canadian Pacific Railway . 100

Geographical miles .. s e oo . 8,900
(5) The Canadian Section.

This section will extend along tho Canadisn Pacific Reilway and the Tnter-
colonial Railway to connect with an_ Atlantic cable. 1f it be found
nocessary to lay @ mew Aflantic cable, the land line will probably
forminate at Gaspé, in the province of Quebec. Distance from Van-
couver to Gaspé—

Statute miles 3450
(o) The Atlantio Section.

A mew Atlantic cable (if necessary) from Gaspé vid the Straits of Belle Tsle
to Treland—

Geographical milos 2450

“You would, then, Mr. Fleming, utilise the present Canadian Pacific telegraph line?”

“Most certainly. /By its means an overland line and telegraph is now complete across the
Canadian contincot. Arrangoments have, moreover, been made with the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company for the transmission of all through telegraph business botween the Pacific and the Atlantic
Oceans on extremely favourable terms.””

“You would also, I notice, Mr. Fleming, apparently select tho Sandwich Tslands route rather than
that of the Aleutian Islands and Japan.”

“Well, it was formerly thought that the Pacific cable should follow the northern route g the
Aleutian Telands, and it was then generally believed that in the great central area of the Pacific Ocean
subaquous rock-ledges and coral reefs prevailed to such an extent as to render the establishment and
‘maintenance of an electric cable practically impossible. Now, however, submarine telegraphy is better
understood, and the most authentic hydrographic information establishes the fact that the extensive coral
recfs in the Central and Southern Pacific are generally in great groups, separated by wide and deep
depressions free from obstructions. These depressions or troughs present, it appears, & sea-floor precisely
similar to that of the Atlantic, which experience has proved to be so suitable for submarine telegraphy.
These ocean depressions, alike by their geographical n and their continuity, open up, therefore, a

spect of connecting Canada and Australia by a direct cable. The course of the cable would be from
Vancouver to the Fiji Lslands, touching at the Sandwich Islands and the Fanning Islands. From the
Tiji Islands cable connection would be formed with the existing Australasian and New Zealand telegraphic
stgtons, and therce with the lines to India and every British station between Hong-Kong a1 S%uth

rica.” at

W

Af
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b1oan Whst do you caleulate, M. Fleming, would bo the prospect of business by this proposed divect
cable 2"

< In the first instance, it must be remembered that many of the Colonial Gorernments are more
or less interested in the undertaking, and we should hope to obtain a considerable subsidy from them.
A cortain portion of this subsidy must be borne by Great Britain, on behalf of the United Kingdow,
India, and the Crown Colonies, and the remaining portion by Canada, New South Wales, Victoris, New
Zealand, Tasmania, and Westorn Australis. Then we are ablo to form some estimate from the operations
by the present route to Australia. The businoss of 1873, which was the first year in which the Inter-
ational line was in operation, consisted of 8,952 messages to and from the Colonies. By the last returna
—thoso for 1884~ the messages sent and roceived reached 48,896. This is an extraordinary development
in eleven years. But even taking the safor figures of the average of the last threo years, we find an
increase in the number of messages equal to 12} per cent. per annum, and the average cost of each
message, £5 13s. 9d. On this basis of increase, the messages in the year 1839 would be 5,000, or about,
850,000 words, of which it may be assumed tha the new company would transmit half, or 425,000 words,
Four shillings per word for ordinary messages is the contemplated rate_immediately on the operation of
tho line, as the terms made with the Canadian Pacific Railway will admit of through messages being sent
at that rate. Four hundred and twenty-five thousand words at 4s. yields £85,000. Deducting the cost
of working and land service, say £40,000, we get a balance of £45,000 for the first year in which the lino
can be in operation, while the saving in the Australian business—calculating the difference between.
£5 135, 80, (the ol ate), and £3 (the now), £3 13s. 4. por messago-—amaiats, within ho frst ien
years, to £5,456,497, or an average saving of over half a million pounds per sunum. And this does not
allow for the great impulse which will undoubtedly be given to telegraphic and general business by the
large reduction in charges, for the present rate is as much as 10s. 10d. per word between Sydney and
London for ordinary messages, 8s. per word for Government messages, and s. 6d. per word for Press
messages.”

" But quito apart from the commercial aspect, Mr. Fleming, you anticipate, T suppose, that the
new cable will have somo political and commereial importance ?”

“Unquestionably. ~ The political, naval, and military value of the new line will be very great
indeed. Naval and military commandors will tell you that o reliance can be placed upon the perman-
ency of the communications by the Mediterranean and the Red Sea, and it becomes obvious that the line
through Canada may, during any emergency, assume incalculable importance. The cable scross the
Pacific will also be removed from the theatrs of Luropean complications. It will not only be a direct
means of communication between the Australian Colonies and the Mother Country, but if an emergenc
arose to render every wire in Europe and Bgypt useless, it will still b possible fo communicate wit)
Tndia; indeed, every British station betveen South Africaand Port Hamilton may continue in tele-

raphic comnection with London. The first great object is, of course, the establishment of a cable scross
the Pacific. And it is in this direction that Government aid should be directed, as well as to provide for
the permanent effciency of the cables when esteblished.’”

@)
Tuz SEcRrTARY fo T AapNt-GENERan To Tk Usprn ColoNiaw SEomBTARY.

London, 7th September, 1886.

S5,

I have the honour, by direction, to transmit enclosed herewith for the information of the
Chief Secretary, a copy of a letter received from the Secretary to the High Commissioner for Canada,
relative to the proposed establishment of telegraphic communication between Canada and Australia, and
forwarding a map* showing the proposed line of telegraph, and a copy of  letter received by the High
Commissioner fron. the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

1 have, ote.,
CHAS. S. DICKEN.

[Bnelosure 1 in 8]
Tie Seonsrany 20 Tur Hion CoMMISSIONSR FOR CANADA fo Tup AGENT-GESERAL.
Office of the High Commissioner for Canads,
9 Victoria Chambers, London, .W.,
31st August, 1886.
S,

With roference to previous correspondence respecting the establishment of telegraphic com-
‘munication between Canada and Australia, I have the honour, in the absence of the High Commissioner,
to transmit to you herewith & copy of & map showing the proposed line of tclegraph, which you may like
to forward to your Government.

also beg to enclose, for your information, a copy of a letter received from the Colonial Office, in
which it is stated that the Secretary of State for the Colonies is sensible of the great interest and
importance of the proposal, and that it will receive caroful sttention, but that he thinks it will be
Decessary to await an expression of the views of the Colonial and Indian Governments before any
decision on the scheme can bo taken by Her Majesty’s Government.

1 have, &e.,
JOS. E. COLMER.

Sub-Enclosure

* Map attachod.
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[Sub- Enclosure to Enclosure in 3.]

Tue Corontan Orrice fo Tur Hion CodisstoNer ¥or CANADA.

Downing styeet,
§th August, 1886.
S,
m directed by the Secretary of Stato for the Colonies to acknowledge the receipt of your
Tettor of tho 39th ultime, with it cnclomiae, roapacting the propossd ectablistmont of telographis soma-
nication hcl\\v‘en L'unda, and Australia.

o stae in reply that M Stashope is sensble of the grent interest and importance of the
proposal, ‘nd that 1 wil pedei caroful attention; but that he thinks 1 will b an
expression of the views of the Colonial and Indian Governments before any Heokiion en 06 sohma otk
Do taken by Her Majesty's Government.

1 am, etc.,
RH. MEADE.

Price; 11

By Authority : Jaxzs C. Bra, Government Printer, William streat, Brisbane.
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